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LEIIER 


FROM A 


Country Gentleman to a Member of the 
Houſe of Commons. 


S$ I R, 

S you are an Honourable Member of the Houſe of 
Commons, ſo I could wiſh, that all in your Station 
rook the fame Care and Pains which you do ; which 
is freely and fairly co Debate Matters with your 
Neighbours, Friends, Viſitants, and Others, that fo 

from your Country-Men you may come to a true underſtand- 
ing of the State of your Country, and conſequently, be in a 
better Capacity to Do, or at leaſt to Mope ſomething for the 
benefic of it at the Sitting of the Houſe: And, I too well 
remember, that at our laſt Meeting, we did not fo properly 
Diſcourſe, as Bewail the Miſery and dangerous Condition of 
our Native Country, the preparation for your ſpeedy going 
up to Parliament, putting things in ſuch a Hurry, that we 
had not leiſure to enter into a juſt Reaſoning of thoſe Mat- 
ters, which you ſeemed then.to take with ſome Regret, and 
upon that account, deſired me to ſend my Thoughts after you; 
which if I do Plainly and Impartially, I do not think I ſhall 
be blamed by you, whatever I may by others. 


And in the Firſt place, I think it abſolutely neceſſary ( and 


I aſſure you, I am not alone in thoſe Thoughts) That you 
begin with the Redreſs of Grievances, and ſee them afually Re- 
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dreſſed, before you ciTectually proceed to any thing elſe. This 
is expected from you, not onW becauſe ilicy are now greater 
than ever. ( as I ſhail make evident to you in the Cloſe of this 
Letter ) but alſo becauſe if they are not Redrefs'd 1n the firſt 
place, it will moſt certainly not be done at all ; for the Sign. 
ing the Mony Bull, will preſently put an end to-the Seſſions of 
Parliam:nt and leave all to be Laugh'd ar, who atter that com- 
Plain of Grievances: And there are fo many Obnoxious, not 
only at Court, bur in ail other publick Employments, that 
they dread nothing ſo much as the Sitting of a Parliament ; and 
if they can once ger their own turn ferv'd, they will quickly 
diſcharge themſzlves of you and your Complaints, as thei: 
Terrer : So that if tis Work be not fi-it done, we muſt be 
content ſtill to buy our own Sorrows and Sufferings, the greatek 
part of the Blams and Shame of which, will unavoyCably b: 

jthared among you, as being our Marky-men. 
Thetie is no doul:t, but Mony will fall under Conſideration 
in the Second place, it it cannot get the firſt. And here 
tho I was never an Enemy to any the molt plentiful Sup. 
pies, which the Necelitty or even Conveniencies of tlic 
Nation might ſeem to require; yet, as Matters now Ita: 
( with humble Submilſion to better Judgment ) I chink you; 
firſt Debate ought to be not How much, but whether you ought to 
give any thing at all, til] the State of the Nation be firſt known; 
tor if we have not forgot that wze are Chriltians, we ought 
to take it for wile Advice which is given by our Saviour, 
Matt. 23. 29, 30. Which of you intending to build a Tower, ſittetl 
not down firſt and counteth the Coſts, whether he have ſufficient to 
Finiſh it, &c. I have ſome Months ſince ſeen an Account, by 
which ic is plain, That not leſs than berwixe five and fix 
Milions of Mony already given, is unaccountable for and 
Mifling, and the Charges undefray'd, for which i: was ap- 
pointed ; if this be in the Exchequer, it is well ; then ſome of 
the Work is done. Burt I fear it is not fo. well, becauſe 1o 
much Mony hath been Borrowed ſince; and yet that allo 
ought ro be made good. But beſide Borrowed Mony, the Load 
of which grows daily greater, and eats further on wich Inc 
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ceflive Uſe. There mult allo fall under your Conſideration, 
the Arrears both of the Soldiers and Seamen, I mean our Coun- 
try Men, who Clamour loudly, and not without cauſe ; as al- 
ſo a pretty Sum of Mony owing to Men of Civil Employ- 
ments, and for Commodities and Materials Bought. The 
Stores for the Navy muſt not be forgotten, which certainly 
muſt be very Low, when Complaint is made even by Precia- 
ration, of their Embeze/ment ; and then theie mult be all forts 
of Arms and Amunition for the Soldiers, with which I fear, 
we are not very plentioufly Stock'd, becauſe with ſuch Dili- 
gnce we have been lately Firbuſhing up the Old caſft-by Arms 
inthe Tower. Now tho this looks already like a frighttul Sum, 
yer there is this in it worſe, that all this is for eate: Bread, and 
if it were done and Paid, it would not ft us one ſtep For- 
ward ; for ſtill the whole Charge of the War, both by Sea 
and Land remains entirely to be provided for with all 1s Ap- 
p.irtenances. What all this may ariſe to, I will not pretend 
£© gueſs, and a Covetous Man would be alraid to think : 
Bur if you cannot give ſufficient for all theſe Purpoſes, and 
( which perbaps is as hard a Matter ) to ſecure it to be applied 
only to theſe Purpoſes, you will eithe? give to no Purpoſe, 
or to very ill Purpoſe; for then it will be but Mony caſt away, 
and make our Condition ſo much the worſe : And it that be 
the Caſe, ſome think it would be no great Prudence to be 
free to our own Harm; for my own pare where I did judge 
Matters to ſtand thus, I ſhould rather chuſe to imitate the 
Unſortunate Gameſter, and riſe with my Steck, than the mad re- 
ſolute Fellow, who to gratitie his Rage, flings the Helve aitei 
the Hatchet, and loſeth all. 


_ Furor eſt poſt omnia perdere naulum. 


But now let us ſuppoſe that all this can be done, (and if 8 
Man ſhould tell me that a Parliament can work Miracles, 1 
would not Oppoſe him, whatever I thought) yer I know you 
would be willing that it ſhould be done, to the greateſt Eaſe 
and Satisfaction of your Country that poſlivly can be, and 
conſequently to that end and purpoſe, the beſt and mol? con- 
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venient ways and Methods of raiſing ſo vaſt a Sum, muſt 
be deliberately thought on, Diſcuſs' 2n:1 Examin'd. There 
have been alyeady more Polls than in any Reign ; beſides, 
they pinch the Adob, and may be in danger to make them 
Mutinous ; Nor can thence any conſiderable Sum be raifed an. 
ſwerable to the preſent Neccflicy. Some other little Shifts 
have been male uſe of, but Land Taxes have hitherto born 
the Burden and Heart of the Day, and doubtleſs, by many 
they will {ti!l be chought the fureſt Suppiy : But then I think 
it may be worth the Conſileration of thoſe who are the Re- 
preſent atives, and have ever been eſteemed as che Patriots of 
their Country, That theſ2 have come fo very hard and heavy 
already, that many are forced to new ways and Methods of 
Living: Ani as for thoſ: who either were in Debt, or had 
not the $kill ro refrain from the free Engi:ſh way of Living, 
it hath fo dipt their Eſtates, that if Land Taxes contiue at 
the ſame rate, many thouſand Families in a ſhort time will be 
Ruined, who before lived Gentez'y and in good Reputa: 
tion : So that whatever Land may bear, I fear it cannot bear 
the ſame Proportions as formerly, without great Murmuri:.gs, 
if not further Danger and Milſchiet. 

Sir, Give me leave in this Critical Jun&ure of Aﬀairs, to 
uſe che ſame Freedom which you have ever hitherto allowed 
me : I conſefs I have heard, that even fome of your own Mem: 
bers, are now leſs favourable to: thefe prodigious Land Taxes, 
as being not only to Heavy, but Unequal, in that they fall 
upon particular Men, and thoſe ſuch as make the moſt conſi- 
derable Party of the Nation both for Intereſt and Strength, 
and therefore ought not to be coo much Oppreſt, whilſt others 
are ſpared : But tor a Remedy ( I with it prove not worſe than 
the Diſeaſe) They (as I am told) propoſe a General Exciſe, 
which they ſay, is a thing of the greateſt Equality ; becauſe 
then all forts of Men whatſoever ſhall bear their even Propor- 
tion according to their Expences, Employments, conditions 
of Life, and ways of Living. Now, I do not deny, but that 
in this there may be a greater Equality ; but then they who 
talk of the Equality, ſhould conſider of the Burden, and whether 
by this means it do not become a greater ; and. it is a ſinall 
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Comfort that all Equally bare, whilſt all certainly bear more : 
And if this ſho::1d prove ſuch a Burden, as we are neither able 
to bear, nor yet to ſhake off, I think you ought to conſider 
well before you lay it on. 

You cannot be ignant how averſe the Genius cf our 
People is to a General Exciſe, if it thould be granted, they 
would think all their Rig/rs, Liberties, and Properties to be 
Sold, and that they mutt be the moſt miſerable of Slaves, 
if they bear ie. I do remember that ſomething very. like 
it (an Exciſe en Meat ) did once pals, but when it was de- 
manded, it made ſuch bloody Work in fome Places, and 
fach Unquietneſs every where, that though there was a 
much better Army in England then, than now, yer the Go- 
rernment could never gather ir, and in a very ſhore time 
was glad to deſiſt, and quit all claim to it. And to deal 
plainly with you, Sir, I would not for half your Eſtate 
be a Member of the Houſe, when that Tax 1s granted ; 
for you muſt never more return into your Country ; For 
when ever the enraged Mob in a mad fit ger together, 
they wilt certainly endeavour to Revenge themſelves upon 
thoſe, whom they judge the cauſe of their Grievances, and 
then (if you be there) you may expect to be torn in pie- 
ces, to have your Houſe pull'd down, your good carried 
away, your Grounds driven, and all the Miſchief done thatr 
an implacable Multitude can devile and act. 

But there is one Conſideration, which ( as it fcems to me ) 
ought to make the Members of the Houſe of Commons more 1rre- 
confileable Enemies to a General Exciſe, than any Men in the 
Kingdom whatſoever, for their great Prerogative or Privilege, 
(wichout which all the reſt would be meer Ciphers) is, thac 
they carry the Purſe of the Nation, but if they once ſettle a Ge- 
neral Exciſe; They give away the Purſe and Purſe-Strings too, 
and there will be little need of them tor the future ; they may 
indeed be called after once or twice for Faſhion, or State, and 
to. be decently laid aſide, but when they ſhall be found to be 
a uſeleſs piece of Pageantry ; no Body will be long fond of the 
gaudy Trifle : Nor is it to any purpoſe to ſay, that Laws can- 
not be made without them, for though perhaps we have too 
many 
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many already, yet if need be, a more compendious- and le$ 
chargeable way will be found, and they themſelves, when 
they have given away their Intereſt, wi!l grow aſham'd of their 
Employment, and comply wich an agree to any new Invention 
er Expedicrt to diſcharge themſelves, and avoid being Expoſed, 
and this in a ſhoit time a General Exciſe thall turn them our of 
Doors, overturn the Conſtitution of che Kingdom, and ſet up 
Arbitrary Power, by the very means we pretend to keep it out. 

That the Nation is in eminent danger upon many Accounts, 
and from ſeveral quarters, is the Opinion of many Wiſe Men ; 
what may be the Remedies, I will not preſume to preſcribe, but 
YOu, who ate our Pb; ficians,] hope,will conſult our Diſeaſe ; and 
not, like Empyricks,try 'Tricks with us ; for a ſmall matter now 
will pick your Patient over the Perch. Take heed theretore 
what you do, and I heartily wiſh your Counſels may be 
fach, as may tend to relief of your diſtreſted and endan- 
ger'd Country ; but to deal plainly with you, I hear Men 
genera'ly ſay, that they can entertain little hopes ot you, 
10 long as you tame:y {uffer our Grievances to encreaſe, 11- 
itead of redreflins them; and becauſe ] have mentioned 
the Redreſs of Grievances as proper tor the firlt Work, give 
me lcave to mention lome, which not I, but all Men every 
where complain of. 

And firit they ſay, that none of the leaſt Grievances is a- 
mong your ſelves, and that in one ſenſe the Parliament was 
never more like the Duke of Buckingham's Mother's Pump, than 
now ; For though it often will yiels no Water, unleſs ſome 
be firſt pur into it, yet there having been plentifully 
poured in, it now yields fo trecly, that it is in danger to 
draw the Well diy. In ſhort, they ſay, that there are in: 
deed many honelt, worthy, wiſe Gentlemen among you, 
( amongſt whom I hear none more kind:y ſpoken of than 
vour {cit) but as they are to be commended, fo are they 
25 be pitied, as being oveiborn by fach a number of Pen- 
fmmers, Officers, and other Bigots, that they can do no 
good ; by which means molt ot thoſe, who were intruſt- 
ed for their Country's Good, plainly fell it for their pri- 
v.ite Gain, 
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There is alſo a ſearful Complaint of an Iſze of Blood 
which makes the Nation Heart-/ick already, it not timely 
ſtopt, will be her Death ; Our Monyyis continually carricd 
away in Specie in vaſt Sums neve % return again; or if 
any of it Co, it is to our double, r:cie;, quadruple Lofs and 
more; for Inftance, an Hundred Pound was late:y weigj|.- 
cd; it was indeed pickr, bur paiſable, as Mony now goes, 
and by weight it amounted to Forty Nine Pound and fome 
ol Shillings ; which comes to paſs thus ; our Miln'd Mony 
the Dutch mele down, and our broad Mony they both 
clip and waſh, and then ſend it back to us by Tate, and 
when any of it is returned to them, they will not take 1t 
but by Weight ; and preſently return it to us by Tale, and 
io ?oties quoties to to the end of the Chapter: Thus ticy get 
tity Per Cent by eveiy Return, ani| make th: Lord 
knows how many of chem in the Year, and all with cur 
own Mony. 

Arother general Complaint is of ſuch Milmanagement 
of Aﬀairs, (as beſide other great Damages) makes us to 
bear the Charge of the War on both fides; For whilſt our 
Mony gocs to pay the Cenfederates, the French take our Ships 
in ſuch numbers, and to ſuch value, as is a ſhame to be 
ſpoken, and under ſuch Circumſtances we cannot hold long. 

If you ſhould take the pains ro Diſcourſe ſome of our Wile 
and Sober Merchants, I doubt you wil: kear of another fad 
Complaint, That the wery Fountam of our Trade w in danger to 
be ftopt; which is a thing inconſiſtent not only with the 
Welfare, but even the Safety of an Iſland ; The Dutch under 
Colour of Friendſhip ( which they could never do in War ) 
having crept in a manner into ail Places of our Trade, and 
my to themſelves, and in this they not only coun- 
tetianced but encouraged, though it is not only a Loſs to 
the preſent, but to Future Ages, and al! our Poſterity, as 
well as our ſelves, and ſuch as our Poverty and Contemprt 
will make us daily feel more and more. | 
Add 
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Add to this a lamentable Complaint, That the Laws have 
mot their due Courſe, for by our Conſtitutions no Man what- 
foever ought to ſuffer in his Perſon or Eſtate, but by due 
and ecual Courſe of Law, whereas now Men's very Lives 
are taken away to gratifie ſome Perſons Malice or Deſign, 
not for any offence againſt Law proved upon them ; and 
others are heavily Fined, Puniſhed, and Impriſoned, either for 
Trifies, or ſuch matters as the Law takes mo Copnizance of ; 0- 
thers are not ſuffered to recover their Juſt Debts and Rights, 
but if they be in the leaſt ſcandaliz'd to be difaffteRed, though 
their be never ſo Juſt, and as plain as the High-way, yet they 
ſhall infallibly be Caſt. This is not to make Laws for a 
Kingdom, but a Party, and to uſe them not to do Juſtice, 
but Wrong ; which is the greateſt Diſhowour that can be to 
any Nation, and will alone in Time bring certain Ruine upon 
it, if not corrected. 

There are Manifold other Grievances, againſt which ſtrong 
Complaints are made, but I will trouble you no farther; 
becauſe I believe you cannot but be ſenſible of them, and 
1 know you to be of a Compoſition made up of Wiſdom 
and Courage, with a due mixture of Pity ; And I heartily wiſh, 
that you and your Fellow-Members of the. like Qualifica- 
tions may be ſo happy, as by their Examples and Argu- 
ments to turn the Hearts of others to Compaſſionate their 
Bleeding Country in time, and to uſe their beſt Conſulta- 
tions and Endeavours to reſtore it to ſome Comfortable, or 
at leaſt Hopeful State, for we are upon the brink of Deſtru- 
ion, and in all probability without ſome ſpeedy Remedy 
muſt periſh. Be pleaſed to Pardon this 'plain and honeft 
Freedom at this time, and for the Future I ſhall be lef 
troubleſom2 to you, though I ſhall ever acknowledge my 
ſelf co be, 

S I R, 


Tour moſt obliged and humble Servant, 
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